Journey Into Time –The Treasures of Ancient Egypt
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Title:  Egyptian Gods and Goddesses - Life after Life - Tomb Fragment
Developed by:  Karen Lia Schlick

Suggested Grade Level(s): 4-6

Suggested Length of Class Time:  4 x 60 (or less, depending on speed of modeling)

Subject Areas:  Visual Art, Social Studies, Language Arts

Rationale:

The gods and goddesses of ancient Egypt played an important part in peoples’ belief system. Much of the art created on the walls of the tombs and in the temples was related to a complex religious system involving many characters. Some of the art was painted and some carved in relief.  Students will have an opportunity to explore the pantheon of Egyptian gods and goddesses, and select one of particular interest to them. They will use plasticene to create a relief of that god or goddess, labeling it with hieroglyphics.

Logistics:

Plasticene is greasy and desks should be covered.  A small piece of cardboard for cutting and rolling out clay is helpful. Cold plasticene is very difficult to work with.  Students will have more success if it is warmed to room temperature.  It can be placed briefly on a radiator but watch it! It melts! Encourage students to warm it in their hands before spreading it.

Classroom management:  To avoid losing plasticene, distribute only small quantities in individual baggies to be kept with the project.  Students then value the plasticene they have and feel responsible for it.

It is recommended that students complete the part of the web quest on the lesson plan site entitled “Ancient Egypt: Gods and Goddesses.  The “Ancient Egypt: Scribes and Hieroglyphics” section would also enrich this lesson. See www.ancientegypt.co.uk
As part of their web quest, student will have completed at least one detailed drawing of the god or goddess of their choice. They can refer to that drawing for this lesson. In some cases, the drawing of the god or goddess they have chosen may be too detailed.  Encourage them to simplify the image for this lesson, keeping only the most important details.

Materials:

· Cardboard, torn into pieces at least 20 x 20 centimeters.  Pieces can be slightly larger, or smaller.  They should resemble fragments of a tomb or temple wall.  One or two or three edges can be perfectly straight, but at least one should be irregular.

· Pencils

· Previous picture drawn from web quest, OR an image of an Egyptian god or goddess.

· Plasticene:  approximately one bar of white for every 4 students, and two bars of a variety of other colours, which should include brown and black.  These bars can be cut into very small pieces, about 2x2 cm using a sharp knife.  Put a selection of one of each colour, in a plastic baggie, to be kept with the project until finished.
· Popsicle sticks and toothpicks

· One make-up brush and dark brown eye shadow

Suggested Outcomes:
· Students will express their understanding and interpretation of an Egyptian God or Goddess (expressing themselves in relation to the world)

· Students will understand the concept of relief through experimentation with texture

· Students will manipulate clay and choice of colours

· Students will compare different art forms and representations

· Students will use another form of writing and will reflect on that process

· Students will understanding something about the role of artists and scribes in another culture

Suggestions for Teaching and Learning:

Conduct a class discussion on students’ findings regarding gods and goddesses.  Pose questions such as: 

· What were some of the similarities and differences they noticed?  

· What were some of the visual characteristics of the gods and goddesses? 

·  How are they different from pictures we might see in our own culture?

Discuss the places in which the gods and goddesses were often portrayed (tombs and temples). If they have completed the first lesson on tombs, they will have a sense of the importance of tombs and temples in the Egyptian culture.  Discuss the role of the artist and the scribe in the Egyptian culture. Why were those roles so important?  Do artists today have similar roles? 

Students will have examined some pictures of tomb fragments (in the web quest).  Ask what they noticed about the arrangement of the figures? How are the hieroglyphics arranged?

Method:  “Painting with Plasticene”

Demonstrate the “painting with plasticene” technique.  Small pieces of plasticene (pea- sized in most cases) are spread thinly on a stiff backdrop (cardboard) and pushed flat with the fingers. Just as in painting, students fill in areas with colour.  

There will be some thickness, but students should think of the technique as “painting” rather than modeling. Plasticine is fairly thin and spread out, particularly in the initial layer, should not be more than a quarter to a half a centimeter thick.

· Distribute the pieces of fragmented cardboard

· Have students draw a picture of their god or goddess on the cardboard.  Note:  It is very important that this not be too small.  If the work is too tiny, it will be difficult to fill in the details with the plasticene. Therefore, have the students measure a height of 18 centimeters on the cardboard. The figure should be at least that high.

· Students do not need to draw small details, such as armbands, etc., as those will be added on top after the larger areas are coloured in.

· Distribute plasticine of different colours, cut up in small cubes, about 2 cm by 2 cm. 

· Working with pea-sized pieces, students can fill in their figure with the colours they wish to use. The plasticene is spread thinly, like a thick paint.  

· After the main areas in the figure are all filled in, students can add details on top of the image, including such things as headpieces, jewelry, armbands, and outlining. The plasticine can be rolled very thin into strips and applied on top. It can also be pressed flat and cut with a knife (table knife) for hard-edged shapes like squares.

· When the figure is completed, students can then work on the background.  This should all be white. Each student will need about a fifth of a bar of plasticene in total but using small bits at a time.  Encourage them to spread it on thinly.  Use a Popsicle stick to push the clay into areas that are small around their figure.

· When the background is done, students can add other details on top of the white.    A class discussion will be useful prior to moving to this part of the lesson. Pose such questions as:

· Is there an offering in front of their god or goddess? 

· What animals might be in the picture that they would associate with their god or goddess?  

· Are there any plants?  

· What symbols or ideas would fit well?  

             and list ideas for details on the board.

· Using a ruler or Popsicle stick for straight lines, create columns for the hieroglyphics by pressing the edge down into the clay.  Using a toothpick, students scrape the hieroglyphics for the name of their god or goddess into the clay, going down the column.  If they have other columns, they can put more symbols in those columns.
· When the piece is completed, no cardboard should show.  Students can texture some places on their fragment by pressing the toothpick or Popsicle stick into the clay. You can discuss areas that might benefit from some texture, such as the jewelry, or other details.
· Dust over the finished pieces with a make-up brush and some dark brown eye shadow, to give an antiqued look. To display, use pushpins, resting the cardboard on two pins.
Suggestions for assessment:

· Invite students to examine the work and talk about the pieces in which texture was used effectively to create a relief.
· Have students reflect in their journal on why they picked a particular god or goddess. What interested them?
· Did the students make connections (with work in the web quest) and show some understanding of the essential ideas unique to their god or goddess?
· Discuss as a class if they would want to be an artist or a scribe in ancient Egypt.  Why or why not?  
· Use personal rubrics or checklists for the above, to track the ability to discuss, reflect, and participate.
Extensions:  The other two web quests and lessons in the unit “Life After Life” are designed to complement this one.  Students might work in small groups to create an entire tomb wall. See “Perneb’s Tomb” at www.metmuseum.org.
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