AGNS/ArtReach – 2007-08

Generous funding support from the Canada Council for the Arts and the Nova Scotia Department of Education allowed the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia’s ArtReach program to continue its series of exhibitions, animations, and  workshops around the province, installing original Art Bank prints to inspire and educate students, teachers, and community members. In most venues, work with the prints continued, utilizing the talents of local artists and educators, after the ArtReach team left. Over the past two years, we have expanded our services to First Nations and Francophone communities, BEd students at Acadia and Mount St Vincent Universities as well as the IWK Health Centre, through print workshops with patients and a show of resulting works at the hospital based upon Nite Kite Flight by Don Proch. Successful exhibitions and workshops took place in the following locations:

- Wagmatcook First Nation School, Cape Breton - September 2007

- Acadia University  (September 07), Mount St Vincent  University (January 08)

- Alexander Graham Bell Museum, Baddeck– October 2007

- IWK Hospital Teen Lounge, November 2007

- Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, Yarmouth Branch –November 2007

- École Secondaire de Par-en-Bas, Tusket - November 2007

- New Minas, Anapolis Valley  – January 2008

- Clayton Park Junior High – February and May 2008

- L’Ecole de la Riv-Sud, Blockhouse – February 2008

- Sydney - Centre for Craft and Design – April 2008

- Prince Andrew High, Dartmouth - April 2008

- Chester Elementary School – May 2008

The Canada Council gift of multiples of prints allowed for wide ranging audiences as several venues could be served simultaneously. The variety of prints also enabled us to choose appropriate pieces for different audiences, e.g., the inclusion of Quebec artists in the Francophone exhibitions and those from First Nation artists in Wagmatcook School. These additions had an important impact, particularly on young viewers who were able to see cultural connections to their own communities. 

Audiences in Cape Breton, for example, were delighted to have Jacque Hurtubisse, now living in Inverness, in attendance at the workshops to discuss the artist’s perspective and to answer questions.

An important aspect of the print exhibitions in 2007 –08 was the follow up responses elicited from viewers in the form of stories, letters, poetry, visual art, and dance.  Audiences learned not so much to look but to truly “see” these works. They were amazed at how much discussion can be generated around an image, whether or not they “liked” or “disliked” the work at the beginning of the session. Young people were most enthusiastic in their responses with a phenomenal array of ideas and perspectives. Many left the sessions with a whole new way of looking at art.

These prints and the workshops around them have created a whole new level of discourse among people in educational settings and in communities. They have provided that vital need, particularly in rural communities (some only 10 KM from Halifax!), for exposure, improved access, and a basic understanding that art is for everyone and that public institutions and the resources they house, belong to everyone.

As well as the traveling exhibitions, Information for teachers and on line lessons have been developed that link school curriculum to Gallery exhibitions such as Life as a Legend – Marilyn Monroe , Maud Lewis, and the forthcoming Flight Dreams scheduled for November 2008. As well as free admission to the gallery on the last weekend of each month, educators were offered series of workshops in the Fall and Spring to assist them in the development of lively, dynamic arts programs in their classrooms.

These workshops consisted of a series of sessions, led by Enrique Ferreol, in which teachers examined a variety of works at AGNS using them as a springboard for discussion and the development of skills and strategies to enhance students’ powers of observation and informed response. The program consisted of six to eight Thursday evening sessions during which teachers were given opportunities to look at, reflect upon, respond to, and make art using various styles and media. Each week different pieces of original art were used to examine and identify devices used by artists to make visual statements, This was followed by a creation experience in the gallery studios. Participants took these experiences back to their classrooms with surprising and wonderful results. 

Comments from workshop participants:

“Thank you. Because of this presentation, I plan on having my students look at art then they will create pod casts in response to the images and post them on their class web pages.” 

- Chris Noel, BEd student, MSVU

Ce programme est vraiment spécial et en tant que professeur d’art et artiste, j’ai pu réellement apprécier à leur juste valeur le travail et l’engagement de Willie et Enrique. Le Musée dans l’école, qu’aurais-je pu rêver de mieux…. Recommencer cette expérience enrichissante pour tous.

- Marie-Christine Delanée, enseignante - L’Ecole de la Riv-Sud 

“ I have to say that as a teacher, the courses I have taken this last year have opened my mind and especially my eyes to seeing so much more and appreciating the valuable resource that we have (in the Gallery programs)”

 -  Cathy Snow, teacher

“I want to take art when I grow up. This is the place to start – learning about different types of art, experimenting with designs.” 

- Rebecca E. Peck, Wagmatcook First Nation School
