ArtReach Bulletin # 15  - Fall 2008

The ArtReach team visited fourteen locations across Nova Scotia during the last school year, and conducted art tours and workshops with over one thousand students and community members. We were delighted to extend our programming into First Nation and Francophone school venues and hope to continue in this vein over the coming year.
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Students from Wagmatcook visit AGNS to view their prints on exhibition

The Art Gallery of Nova Scotia is embarking upon an exciting exhibition entitled Flight Dreams, curated by Dale Sheppard, opening November 14 and running until March 1. “Taking flight” conjures up thoughts and images from the visions of engineers to the stories of the elders. The educational threads of this show, our ArtReach focus for the year, will weave through the curriculum and encourage young people to sing, dance, create art, poetry and prose and, most importantly, to imagine. The opening of the exhibition will, for example, include a choir, dancers, and poets. We will begin the school year at Baddeck Academy, working on art and writing projects that illustrate the physics of flight as well as flights of the imagination. The resulting works will be exhibited at both AGNS and the Alexander Graham Bell Museum, where the centenary of the flight of the Silver Dart in Baddeck will take place in February.

There are so many possibilities for program enrichment for teachers (in particular, at the grade 6 level) in all areas of the curriculum with the following as some examples:

· Link the exhibition to Physics, Math, Science, English, Social Studies, Art, Dance, Music, Drama

· Explore Flight metaphors through Language Arts – flights of fancy, flights of the imagination, flight to freedom, flight from the law, etc.
· Research and create a visual time line of the history of flight
· Debate the issues around the famous Avro Arrow project 
· Invite artists to help create two and three dimensional works 
· Make kites using mathematics, following a study of the accomplishments of the great Canadian, Alexander Graham Bell 

· Create hot air balloons and rockets and hold a launch in your school yard 

· Challenge your students to create a video/game/film on the topic of flight

· Link your unit to First Nations studies – e.g., Glooscap Tales, The Raven, Eagle Flight, etc.

· Explore the stories of the Underground Railway and flight to freedom, flight of Mohammed to Medina, flight from Egypt, as well as novels by Kenneth Opel and others

· Investigate the link between mythology and art – e.g., Icarus

· Examine the science of butterflies, birds, and many winged things

· Immerse yourselves in a world of fantasy – Peter Pan, fairies, unicorns

· Invite students to research flying superheroes in comic books as well as story boarding and cartooning

· Choreograph a dance based on some aspect of flight

Because so much of what we teach can be related in some way to dreams of flying, the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia will offer a free tour and workshop following the installation of  Flight Dreams on Thursday, November 20 from 6-9 pm for teachers who wish to see the show, collect some ideas for enriching your studies, and prepare for a visit with students. 

We will offer additional workshops for teachers this year, focusing on current and permanent collections, specifically on Folk Art, Flight, and those works that lend themselves well to school programs. Those will begin in January.

As well, we invite teachers across the province to create, with your students, a special arts project around the topic of flight through art, poetry, dance, drama, music, film, etc. Send a record, through photos or tapes, of the resulting work to the Gallery, and your class will be entered in a draw for a free tour and workshop during the Flight Dreams exhibition.

Many of you will be excited to learn that the former AGNS “Grow With Art” program has been revitalized and approximately 60 works are now available on loan. We ask that those works still hanging in your schools be returned to the Gallery and we will make plans to replace them with new reproductions. For information, please contact Sandra MacLennan at 443-1180 or e-mail her at ap814@chebucto.ns.ca 

We encourage teachers to take this important opportunity to allow students to engage in “taking flight”, to attend the grand opening of the exhibition on November 14, and to make plans now to visit the exhibition at the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia. Please contact Willie Reid (below) to register for the November workshop or with any queries, ideas, or suggestions regarding ArtReach.
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